SARAH TAYLOR repaorts on

eduecational trips for scholars,
which emphasise the importance
of nature conservation

or seven Grade 10 students from Jan

Jonker Alrikaner Secondary School

in Windhoek, it was the experience
of a lifetime — hiking over rugged terrain;
carrying 20kg or more on their backs; dis-
covering the wonders of creepy crawlies:
and learning more about themselves.

The students were selected by their ieach-
ers o attend the fith Edu-Ventures excur-
ston in southem Namibia over two weeks
in August and Seplember 2004, Previous
trips have tuken students to the Brandberg,
the Huns and Namus moutnaing, and the
Kuiseh river in the Namib desert.

Edu-ventures is & project of the National
Museum of Namibia, which was started last
vear by teacher Nicholas Krone and
arachnologist Tharina Bird.

Edu-ventures introduces the importance
of biodiversity to the youngsters, who also
help colleet specimens, mainly of inverte-
brates, such as spiders, scorpions and in-
sects, for the museum collection.

“Many kids in Namibia bave limited op-
porianities e gel into nature,’” says Bird,
“Throwgh Edu-Ventures we try to give some
of them this chance.”

This year’s trip included four-nights on
the mountain Dikkewillem and a three-night
stay on Kirchberg, both of which are ¢lose
0 Aus, on the edge of the Namib desen. The
intrepid hikers had to carry their own wa-
ter, clothes, food and collecting equipment

for the trips, The excursion culmipated with -
“snw were the wild horses of the Namib.

visits [0 the ghost town of Kolmanskop and
Shark Island, off Lideritz,

Says Bird, who is the museum’s curator
of Arachnida (spiders, ticks, mites etc) and
Myriapoda (centipedes and millipedes): “1
tell you, these kids surprised me! Miriam’s
rucksack weighed 20ke, almost hall her
weight! The trip had a powerful effect on
them - they showed personal change, but
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also achange in attitudes. After the trip some
of them have been so inspired that they are
still bringing in 1o the museum uncommon
specimens with good data which we don’t
nermally get from the public! Kids thl have
taken part in Edu-Ventires also participate
more i local and regional science Fairs.”

Bird says the youngsters learnt dilferent
collecting methods, and “we found a lot of
very interesting things", which a specialisi
will identify ence they have been incorpo-
rited into the museum colleclion.

Participant Monica Hengari { 16) savs: I
was very difficult, especially climbing up
the mountains and carrying heavy packs.
Butif I had the chance (o do itagain T would!
I learnt that if' T want to achieve any goal in
life, I have to werk hard,”

She says the most wonderful thing she

For Daniel Jason (16}, getling o know
his colleagues and learning how to pick up
stakes and scorpions safely were highlights,

Fifteen-year-old Hilma Nuule aspires o
be a doctor or o medical scientist one day.

“I learnt a lot of things on this rip,” she
says, “We should walk in o zig-zag vp a
mountain to prevent soil erosion, We muosin't

Broadening their

horizons

trample on plams because one day they
might lind that a plant which is now extinct
was the cure for AIDS. So we must fake care
of nature. [ am not scared of spakes or seor-
pions anymore. | held a snake for the first
time — we were ught thal they will only
harm you il you hurt them.

“The trip was tough. [twas the first time
| have carried such o heavy load and climbed
mountaing, But [ learnt that it's a challenge
1o challenge your soul and your spirit. I you
believe you can do it, then you can!”

As with most of her peers, it was the fiest

time that Mirlam Hamunyvela (14) had vis-
ited the south. It was very nice — just look-
ing at nature and seeing what has adapted
te the desert. Belore | went on this trip |
used to litter. Mow I know this is wrong and
1 will tell my friends this il T see them litter-
ing,” she says, adding that she would en-
courage other kids o take part in Edu-Ven-
ture trips if they have the opportunity. “I
respect nature now,” she says. [
* The trips have mainly been sponsored by
tire National Biodiversity Programie, the
Riissing Foundation and the Swedish In-
ternational Development Agency through
the Namibia Nature Foundation.
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