Kids find famous insect

Gladiator in the Fish River

Insecis thal made headlines
all ever the world four years ago
wihen they ware discovared on
the Brandberg are also found
al the Fish River Canyan!

This is one of the findings of
the mosi recent EduVeniures
axpedition o southern Mamibia.
Living spacimens of this prad-
atory insect, nicknamed gladi-
ator, weare first discoverad in

- 2001 on the Brandberg moun-
tain in nonh-western Mamibia.
Aecording 1o experls

this was almaost as sensalional
as finding a live mammoth on
thosa lofty slopes, Unill now it
had nol been kmown that the
insecte also occcur at the Fish
River Canyon, The ones found
there could even be anolher
new species,

Slides of the gladiator and
Ihe expedilion were shown
al the Habilal Research and
Davalopmant Cenlra (HROG)
in Katulura on Friday evening,
and EduVenlures rawarded
pariicipants of 1he axpedilion
lor commitment and motivation
during an award ceramony.
Innocence Agoslinho (14}, a
deal and dumb learner at the
Mamibian |Instiivle for Spocial
Educalicn (MISE), was award-
gd the maril award, Francis
Bassingthwaighte {15} of St
Paul’s the best collector prize

Francis Hﬂssr'ngmwafgmﬁ- is not
afraid of scorpions.

and Anita Shoongealeni
(15} of Immanuel Shi-
ficdi Secondary School a
pizza-prize for the glad-
iater find, Edu¥entures
is an initiative within
ihe Mational Museum
of MNamibia o gather
valuable data and
enthuse young peo-
pie about nature,
Fiflegn girls and
boys from Windhoek
and Kalutura look
part in the expedi-
tion from 20 August
1o 3 September. Tha
liest stop was Klesin-

Aus  Visla [Gondwana
Sperrgebiet Hand Park) west
of Aus, where Inflormation

abaul the lesser baboon spi-
der was gathered lor a science
project done by spider expart
Tharina Bird.

Three days laler ihe group
was hiking in the Augurabis
area, the narthern pant of
Gondwana Canon Park at the
Fish River Canyon. There,
biclogist Samanta Mapfumo
and leamer Anita Shoongeleni
lound three gladiator insecls.
They are beiween 2—4 ¢m long
and resembie young praying
mantlises, bul unlike mantises
grab their prey wilh their fronl
and middla pairs ol legs. Since
lhey eould not be classed wilh
any aof the 30 known insect
arders when |hey were dis-
covered four years ago,la
naw order = the first cne in

Anita Sﬁmnge!em‘ w.'fih. boih of her g.[&;::'r'afm; Fﬁsécr-s :
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87 years — was eslab-
lished for tham: Man-
lophasmalodea (Hesl-
walkers). Apart from this
exciling find, tha learmers
galhared about 2 000

plant and animal sam- |
ples lor the scientific col-
lections of lha Natienal
Botanical Research In-

slitule (MERI) and the

Mational Museum.

‘I really enjoyed looking lor
scorpions,” says Innocence
Agostinho in sign language,
smiling. "Il was simply greal
holding the gladistar insect in
my palm,” recalls Karen Mutota
(16, Immanual Shilidi Secon-
dary School), visibly anthralled.
‘I caught a grass snake and
fed it to grasshoppers,” adds
Francis Bassingthwaighle, her
gves shining. All of them agrea
thal the most difficull parl was
hiking with the backpacks, bul
aftar the first few days they
became used 10 it
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from 1. to r. are Holger Vailbrecht, Bensan

The enthusiasm of the
youngslers clearly proves
EduVeniures' success, The pro-
gramma was started wo years
ago by Tharina Bird [arachnala-
glst at the Mational Mussum)
and Iha [ale Micholas Krone,
then a teacher at [mmanuel
Shifidi Secondary School. Three
expeditions and several waek-
end excursions are amanged
every year. Selection of paric-
pants iz siricl.
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The expadition would not
be possible without donations
and supporl. Main sponsors
were fhe MNalional Muzaum,
the Global Enviconmarntal Fund
{GEF), Adssing Foundation, Ma-
mibia Mature Foundation (MNF),
and Gondwana Cafon Park.
Valuable contnbutions were
alse made by Tre Suparmarkal,
Plastiprint, and Klein-Aus Vista,

For further informaltion:
EduVentures, (0B1) 27 680D,
info@ eduvanturas-africa.org,
www eduveniures-alrica.ong.

Muramba, Thanna Bird, Jonas Kazondunge, Samanta Mapiumo and
Paltrick Ricter!, Mol presenl: Vera da Cauvver and Telang Grayiing.




